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sustainable + tomorrow
Why AIRPORT LAW is IMPORTANT?
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When, Why & Where :

How WALA began

WALA 2023 

Hosted by



THE SIPIRT OF 
PRAGUE

The World Association of 
Airport Lawyers (WALA) 
was imagined in 2007, 

by a group of airport 
lawyers from non-EU and 
South America countries,

who attended an ACI 
Seminar held at Prague 
airport.

❑ as a response to a 
growing need to develop 
airport law globally

❑ in agreement that 
air/aeronautical law was 
outdated

❑ to create a worldwide 
meeting point for airport 
lawyers and all other civil 
aviation professionals 

❑ to debate all topics 
regarding the civil legal 
aviation ecosystem, from 
an airport perspective
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WHAT IS AIRPORT LAW? 
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❑ Robust body of law 

❑ Unusual compared to many other 
legal disciplines (e.g. Aviation Law) 
because  statutes, formal 
regulations, and case law, even 
combined, represent a relatively 
small portion of the body of the law.

❑ Diversity of non-traditional sources 
like federal agency policy papers, 
guidance, directives, opinions, 
advisory publications, research 
papers and best practices.

…In USA

KAPLAN KIRSCH ROCKWELL
October 2022
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Angelica Noboa y Joan Peignand, República 
Dominicana
Augusto Dal Pozzo, Brasil
David Dueñas, Chile
Diego Raul Gonzalez, Argentina
Gustavo Pablo Lupetti, Argentina
Hebe Romero, Paraguay
Hernán Adrián Gómez, Argentina
Jaime Rodriguez-Arana, España
Julio Facal, Uruguay
Katiuska Figueroa Obispo, Venezuela
Larissa Souza Paganelli y Natalie 
Vergari, Brasil
Manuel De La Torre, México
Marcos Serrano y Lucas Lafosse, Argentina
Olga Ramirez, Colombia
Pedro Billorou, Argentina
Peter Kirsch, USA
Rafael R. Dickson Morales, República 
Dominicana
Rita Cornejo Lanao y Ranfis Ortiz Roncal, 
Perú
Santiago Manuel Herrera, Argentina 
Yorside Duque, Venezuela
Yudith Castillo, República Dominicana

❑ Robust body of law 

❑ Unusual

❑ Diversity of non-traditional sources

…In IBEROAMERICA



❑ Is it a Robust body of law?

❑ Is it Unusual?

❑ Relies on a diversity of non-traditional 
sources?
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WHAT ABOUT AIRPORT LAW



WHAT IS WALA? 
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Canadian Not-for-profit 
Corporation

Vancouver, Canada

2011, Dallas, USA

2023
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2008 -2022

WALA holds a unique annual conference that takes 
place along with its AGM. 

WALA's distinctive characteristic is its outstanding 
global reach:

On each conference delegates represent in average 
30 different countries and all regions of the world

1.075 

DELEGATES 

530  

ORGANIZATIONS

202 

TOPICS 

228 

SPEAKERS

85 

COUNTRIES

56 

SPONSORS

12 

HOSTS 
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If you are an AIRLINE lawyer, raise your hand
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2008 -2018 2008 - 2022

0
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Profile Delegates WALA Conferences



AIRPORT LAW 
The spirit of Prague

AIR LAW
does not mention the

word "airport“
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Who WALA are? 
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Why is AIRPORT LAW IMPORTANT?
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1. the airport of TOMORROW, 
as part of a SUSTAINABLE Civil Aviation 
ecosystem, must rely on and consider 
the corpus of Airport Law

2. THE PRAGUE SIPIRT SHOULD GUIDE 
AUTHORITIES, LEGISLATORS AND THE 
COURTS
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In summary, because airport law is important, 
annual WALA conferences are necessary, 

and
should be supported by 

as many airport operators worldwide as possible 
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MUST START
NOW!!! 
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Legislating the airport of TOMORROW in a 
SUSTAINABLE ecosystem,
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“IT’S NEVER TOO LATE…”



• To promote comprehensive Air Transport Agreements
• To support the development of multi-modal transportation
• To support Decarbonisation of ground handling activities
• To understand the dilemmas and challenges of civil aviation
• To improve Airport Capacity, connectivity and competition 
• To be alert about Data Breaches 
• To understand the Liability of the Airport Operator
• To clarify legal aspects of airport slot management
• To consolidate Airports as destinations

• To understand the importance of URBAN AIR MOBILITY LAW
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AGENDA WALA XIII 2023

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE…



“It’s never too late”
Benjamin Prado

Spanish poet
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WELCOME & ENJOY THIS 
GREAT EVENT

 Diego R. Gonzalez | diegon@me.com
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