
       
 
 

WORLDWIDE AIRPORT LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 
WALA XI Annual Conference 

BOGOTA | October 9-11, 2019 
 

Celebrating 100 Years of Air Law 
A New Century for Airport Law, Regulation and Economics 

 
AGENDA 

 

DAY 1 – Wednesday, October 9, 2019 
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm  
Welcome Cocktail 
Venue: Hilton Bogota Hotel, Carrera 7 # 72-41, Cundinamarca 
 

DAY 2 – Thursday, October 10, 2019 
Hilton Bogota Hotel, Carrera 7 # 72-41, Cundinamarca 

8.00  am  
Registration Opens 

9.00  am 
Welcome Address 
Michael Siebold, WALA Board of Directors & Partner, Arnecke Sibeth Dabelstein 
 
Introductions & Opening Comments   
Alvaro Gonzalez, CEO, Opain-El Dorado  
Diego R. Gonzalez, WALA, President - Legal Counsel Aeropuertos Argentina 2000 
State of Air Transport in Colombia  
Juan Carlos Salazar, Director General, Aeronautica Civil de Colombia, AEROCIVIL 

 
10.00 am - NETWORKING BREAK 

10.30 am 
SESSION 1 
KEYNOTE OPENING ADDRESS 
Celebrating 100 Years of Air Law 
Professor Brian F. Havel – Director, Institute Air & Space Law, Faculty of Law, McGill University  

 
11.30 am 

SESSION 2  
AIRPORT ECONOMIC REGULATION & COMPETITION LAW 
Chair: Elizabeth Albergoni, WALA Board of Directors, Investment Director, H.R.L. Morrison 

 
Intra-Airport Business Access in Canada 

Steve Michoulas, Partner, McMillan 
Australian Airport Economic Regulation 

Simon McPhee, General Counsel, Perth Airport 
Airport Competition Law in Colombia 

Pablo Márquez, Partner, Márquez, Barrera, Castañeda & Ramírez 
 
 

12.45 am - LUNCH 
2.00 pm  



       
 
 

SESSION 3 
AIRPORT LAWYERS 
Chair: Brian Day, Barrister & Solicitor 
 
Challenges And Legal Changes Of El Dorado Airport 
Natalí Leal Gómez, Chief Legal & Corporate Affairs Officer, El Dorado Airport 

2.15 pm  
How Are Airport Lawyers Adapting To The Changing Airport Business And Legal Environment? 
Casilda Echavarria, Head of Legal, Montevideo Airport  
Simon McPhee, General Counsel, Perth Airport  

3.00  pm 
SESSION 4 
AIRPORT AND ANSP LIABILITY 
Chair: Diego Gonzalez, WALA President, Legal Counsel Aeropuertos Argentina 2000 
 
Airport Liability. Airport Wildlife Management: the Airport Lawyer’s Role 
Ante Matijaca, World Bird Strike Association 
 
ANSP Liability. The case of Nav-Aid Flight Inspection 
Hernan Gomez, Universidad del Salvador 

 
4.00 pm - NETWORKING BREAK 

4.15 pm 
SESSION 5  
CIVIL AVIATION LAW EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
Interview with Brian F. Havel, Director, Institute Air & Space Law, Faculty of Law, McGill University  

 
5:00 pm Remarks | End of Day 2 
  



       
 
 

DAY 3 – Friday, Ocotber 11, 2019 
Hilton Bogota Hotel, Carrera 7 #7 2-41, Cundinamarca 

8.30 am  
Registration Opens 

9.00 am 
Opening Remarks 
Michael Siebold, WALA Board of Directors, Partner, Arnecke Sibeth Dabelstein 

9.15 am 
SESSION 6 
AIRPORT CONCESSIONS  
Chair: Jose Eduardo de Melo, Legal Counsel, Brasilia International Airport 
 
Brazil, the Giant Keeps Making Noise: The New Rounds 
 
Eduardo Hayden Carvalhaes Neto, Partner, Barbosa, Müssnich & Aragão  

9.45 am 
SESSION 7  
AIRPORT BANKRUPTCY 
Bankruptcy Leading Case: Viracopos International Airport (VCP) 
 
João Marcelo Sant’Anna, Partner, Assis de Almeida & Associados 
Mauro Teixeira de Faria, Partner, Galdino & Coelho Advogados 

 
10.30 am - NETWORKING BREAK 

11.00 am 
SESSION 8 
AIRPORT TECHNOLOGY FOR LAWYERS 
An Update in a Rapidly Changing Field: Airport Saturation, Satellites into the Future and 
Emerging Drone Headaches 
Chair: Diego Gonzalez, WALA, President & Legal Counsel Aeropuertos Argentina 2000 
 
Dr. Bernard Lisker, MITRE Center for Advanced Aviation System Development 
Frederick A. Niles, MITRE Center for Advanced Aviation System Development  

 
12.30 pm - LUNCH 

2.00 pm 
SESSION 9 
AIRPORT & AIR TRANSPORT 4.0 
Legal & Regulatory Challenges 
Tatiana Arima, Legal Director, SITA 

 
2.45 pm 

SESSION 10 
THE AIRPORT LAWYER’S ROLE IN DEVELOPING AIRPORT BUSINESS MARKET 
Challenges in Public Private Partnerships (P3s) 
Chair: Olga Lucia Ramirez, President, Colombian Airport Law Association (ACDA) 
 
Eugenio Perisse, Airport Business Developer, Corporación America AS 
Luis Eduardo Gutierrez, Vicepresidente de Gestión Contractual, Agencia Nacional de Infraestructura 
 

3.45 pm Closing Remarks & end of the Conference  WALA Board 


