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June 1919 

 

• First transatlantic flight by British Aviators, Alcock & 

Brown 

• Took off Newfoundland and landed in Connemara, County 

Galway 



Shannon Stopover 

 1945: permitted flights to Shannon and allowed 

Irish airlines to serve Boston, Chicago and 

New York 

 1971: agreed that TWA could fly into Dublin 

Airport via Shannon Airport 

 1990: Irish airlines serve Los Angeles and 

additional US carriers serve Dublin via 

Shannon 

 1993: Direct access to Dublin but 50% of 

transatlantic flights had to originate or stop 

over in Shannon 

 
March 2008: Introduction of Open Skies - Up to the 

introduction of Open Skies, Cork Airport had been 

explicitly excluded from bi-lateral agreements between 

Ireland and the US for transatlantic services. 





September 2015 

Norwegian Air 

International 

announced its 

intention to 

commence 

transatlantic 

services from Cork 

Airport to Boston 

and New York 



However, there have been ongoing challenges to 

the news, mainly from unions in the US and some 

closer to home. 

• Repeated false assertions about NAI crew 

“subject to labour and social norms of Asian 

countries”. 

•  Allegations that NAI breaches terms of US / 

EU Open Skies agreement.   

• Suggestions motivation driven by contentious 

politics in the Cork region around  the 2016 

Irish General Election. 



Coalition of the Willing  

 

 We adapted the principles of our 

innovative approach that had proven 

successful in attracting new routes. 

 Empower key stakeholders – working in 

partnership for a common goal. 

 Opportunity to engage wider supportive 

“Coalition” more effectively.  

 Utilise communications channels of 

wider coalition to amplify messaging. 

 Optimising social media channels to 

amplify the message beyond Ireland to 

the EU and USA.  

 

 



Media 

briefings 

Business 

Groups 

Government – 

local 

politicians 



Deirdre Clune MEP 

European Parliament  

International 

Media 

Aviation eZines 

National Media  

Irish Minister 

for Transport 

US Ambassador to 

Ireland 

Visit to Boston 

Prime 

Minister 

Enda Kenny 

Ms. Violeta Bulc 

EU Transport 

Commissioner 



St Patrick’s Day, 17th March 2016 

 

• Prime Minister Enda Kenny meets 

American President, Barack 

Obama  



 Social media has allowed us to be 

nimble and react quickly. 

 Expands our audience reach. 

 Amplifies what we are pushing 

through traditional media 

channels. 

 Ability to answer specific 

questions . 

 Interaction, share, retweet 

supporters content. 

 Immediate response to counter any 

and all mis-information. 

 



 President Obama has previously stated 

there is no political opposition to 

transatlantic routes from Cork Airport 

 However,  with US Elections in November 

2016 no decision was ever likely until 

after a new President was elected 

 Importance of progressing quickly and 

positively with a new US President in 

place 

 Norwegian are still confident – slots 

are booked to commence Irish operations 

in July 2017 

 We remain optimistic that history will 

be made and the first transatlantic 

service from Cork Airport will commence 

this summer. 

 

 



 Final Announcement from Norwegian due before the end of 

January 2017 along with open sale of tickets. 

 Confirmation of network from Ireland to USA for a summer 2017 

start date. 



 

Patricia O’Shea graduated from University College Cork 
and completed her professional qualification with the 
Law Society of Ireland. She is also admitted to the Roll 
of Solicitors of the Law Society of England and Wales. 

 

Post qualification, Patricia undertook a traineeship 
period with the EU (DG COMP). She then worked as 
sole in house counsel with De Beers Industrial 
Diamonds (now Element 6), and for many years as 
Country Counsel for IBM in Ireland. Patricia took up 
her current role with daa plc in 2011. As Group Head 
of Legal & Secretariat she has responsibility for the 
provision of legal services to the Ireland-based and 
international businesses the latter which consists of 
two main subsidiaries. One subsidiary, ARI, is one of 
the world’s longest established and most successful 
travel retail companies with operations in Europe, 
Middle East, Asia, North and South  America and New 
Zealand.  The other subsidiary, daai, manages and 
operates airports in foreign jurisdictions and provides 
consultancy services.  

Patricia was a founding member of the Corporate and 
Public Law Association in Ireland sitting on its 
Executive fCommittee for a number of years. She is a 
member of the GC Powerlist Ireland 2015 and her 
team was included in the in house legal teams 
Powerlist in 2016. 

 

Patricia has spoken at many conferences during her 
career and delivers lectures on various courses offered 
by the Law Society of Ireland.  
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